
 

 

 

 

 June 

2011 

The Labrador Retriever Club of the Pioneer Valley, Inc. 
Kelly Rome 
5 Fawn Drive 
Granby, CT 06035 

 

 

LRCPV Member 

 

WWW.LRCPV.ORG 



  

Officers and Directors 2011-2012 

President                            Lois Engel 

Vice President                                    Gretchen Boss 

Corresponding Secretary                      Judy Dorsett 

4 Brittany Road, South Hadley, MA 01075  

Email: judedors@aol.com  

 

Recording Secretary                                    Laura Bauver 

Treasurer                  Laura Lafreniere 

Directors: 

Ann Burns, Tina Stone, Lauren Simpson, and Annmarie Wilson 

  

Newsletter Staff 

Editor                                       Kelly Rome 

Newsletter Committee                              Ann Huntington, Jan Lemire  

  

Webmaster                                           Annmarie Wilson 

        Email: Annmarie@wilannlabradors.com  
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Newsletter Editor, LRCPV 

Kelly Rome, 5 Fawn Drive, Granby CT 06035 

Email:  Calsamlabs@cox.net 

  

The purpose of this Newsletter is to give members an overview of Club 
activities and to keep them informed on breed related issues.  The 
Newsletter is published 10 times per year, or whenever the editor can 
manage it.   

Contacting the LRCPV 

www.lrcpv.org   

Email: LRCPV@aol.com  LRCPVRESCUE@aol.com 

The Labrador Retriever Club of  

the Pioneer Valley, Inc 

Meeting Notice                 2 

Litters       2 

Nominations                                             2 

Up Coming Events                               3 

Meeting Minutes                                       4-5 

Club Awards               6-8 

Sporting Group Match                           9 

Cornell Lyme Test                              10-13 

New AKC Programs                           13-14 

 

June 2011 

Newsletter SubmissionsNewsletter SubmissionsNewsletter Submissions   

The Newsletter also welcomes articles for 
possible publication.   

Please send submissions to  

LRCPV Newsletter 

5 Fawn Drive, Granby, CT 06035 

E-mail Calsamlabs@cox.net 

Deadline by the 10th of each month.  

Inside this issueInside this issueInside this issue 

mailto:judedors@aol.com
mailto:Annmarie@wilannlabradors.com


 

Labrador Retriever Club of the Pioneer Valley, Inc. 
 

Meeting Notice - (no meeting just fun!) 

 July 10, 2011: Labrador Fun Swim 1:00PM  

 

 

 

 

From 91 north or south, take exit #16 and follow Route 202 North through Holyoke and 
across the Connecticut River on the Mueller Bridge.  On the South Hadley side of the 

bridge, you will encounter a rotary.  Go 3/4 of the way around (4th exit off of rotary is North 
Main Street).  Proceed up North Main St. for a little bit and take your second left - River 

Road.  Go 1.1 mile to 321 River Road and park on the right side of the road where 
marked.  On the left side of the street there are two paths leading to the river.  We will be at 
the bottom of the  steeper one (the left hand one).  Bring a chair, snacks, drinks, bumpers, 

bug spray, suntan lotion,  and a dog, of course. 
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Puppies Available 

 

Note: In order to list a litter you must be in good standing with the club and  work at a 

minimum of 2 club events during the current calendar year.  Members who are unable to 

meet this requirement may list a litter after paying a $50 litter listing fee.  Regardless, you 

must submit proof of eye, hip and elbow clearances to the Treasurer before  your litter cam 

be listed in the newsletter or on the website. 

 

There are no litters listed at this time. 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

********************************************************** 

For up-to-date information on puppies & adult dogs visit 

 WWW.LRCPV.ORG 



Tick removal, From unknown sender   

 

Spring will be here soon and the ticks will soon be showing their heads.  Here is a 
good way to get them off you, your children, or your pets.  Give it a try. 

 
A School Nurse has written the info below -- good enough to share -- And it really works! 

 
I had a pediatrician tell me what she believes is the best way to remove a tick. This is great, because it 
works in those places where it's some times difficult to get to with tweezers: between toes, in the middle of a 
head full of dark hair, etc. 

 
Apply a glob of liquid soap to a cotton ball. Cover the tick with the soap-soaked cotton ball and swab it for a 
few seconds (15-20), the tick will come out on its own and be stuck to the cotton ball when you lift it 
away.  This technique has worked every time I've used it (and that was frequently, and it's much less trau-
matic for the patient and easier for me. 

 
Unless someone is allergic to soap, I can't see that this would be damaging in any way. I even had my doc-
tor's wife call me for advice because she had one stuck to her back and she couldn't reach it with tweezers. 
She used this method and immediately called me back to say,  "It worked!" 

 
Please pass on   Everyone needs this helpful hint.  

Up Coming Club Events 

 
June 2011 
June 5, 2011: L.R.C.P.V Monthly Meeting, 6:00 Suffield Veterinary Hospital  
 
L.R.C.P.V. Supported Entry, Shawangunk Kennel Club, New Paltz, NY      
 
July 2011 
Labrador Fun Swim - details coming. 
L.R.C.P.V. Supported Entry, Holyoke Kennel Club 
 
August 2011 
Rally Fun Match: Suffield Veterinary Hospital 
577 East Street South, Suffield, CT   
 
September 2011 
Health Clinic at Suffield Veterinary Hospital 
Labrador Demo and Education, Big E Fairgrounds 
L.R.C.P.V. Supported Entry, Carroll County Kennel Club  
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Business Meeting 
Sunday, May 1, 2011 

Suffield Veterinary Hospital, Suffield CT 

 
Meeting was called to order by President Lois Engel at 6:05pm 

Members in Attendance: Lois Engel, Gretchen Boss, Laura Lafreniere, Laura Bauver, Judi Dorsett, 

Cindy Clement, Hazel Holman, Ann Huntington, Lauren Simpson, Cindy Stone, Tina Stone, Annmarie 
Wilson 
Prospective Member: Michele Johnson   

Treasurer’s Report*: 
Laura Lafreniere presented information on the Club accounts. Bills and bank statements are rec-
onciled.  We have two CDs: one recently renewed and one will renew in June 2011. Discussion 
followed concerning cash flow including anticipated income and expense for the Specialty being 
help this month. Laura L will apply for a credit card in the club’s name. 

 
Specialty: 

Trophies:  
Gretchen Boss will order the plaques that are needed for some of our perpetual trophies. 
It was discussed that in the future anyone who donates a perpetual trophy would also be ex-

pected to donate the first plaque to go with it. Members agreed by general consent. 
Judges: 

Members who host judges will pay the bill for the meal(s) and be reimbursed for the judges’ 
portion following the show. 

Ann Huntington will provide two vehicles for use in driving judges. 
LRCPV will only pay for the hotel expenses for required nights. Any additional nights will be 

the responsibility of the respective judge(s). 
Breed judges will be transported and hosted by Gretchen Boss throughout their stay. 
Ann Huntington will be responsible for airport transport of the Obedience judges. 

 
Registrations:  

Ann Huntington reported on the registrations 
2011  2010  2009 

Friday  312   319   398 
Saturday 280   347   427 

Discussion followed concerning possible causes for the decrease: 
Location  
Judges 

One judge is not known in this area 
One judge has business relationships with several club members and other 

usual participants as co-owner or handler  
It was suggested that participants each receive a brief survey concerning various as-

pects of the event (location, judges, etc). To encourage timely responses all re-
spondents’ names will be entered in a drawing for a gift  

Tents:  
Tents will be delivered and set up on Thursday. Lois Engel will be at the fairgrounds at 

9:30am to supervise set up.  
We will have the large Show and Obedience tents and a raffle/logo tent.   



Meeting Minutes Continued 
 

Stewards: 
Annmarie Wilson reported that she needs additional rally and obedience stewards 
Lois Engel reported that additional conformation stewards would also be welcome 

Logo: 
Lauren Simpson reported that she had recently emailed members who owed the club for logo 

items. She is receiving a good response to the reminder 
Lauren will handle logo sales at the Specialty on Friday. Gretchen Boss will be in charge on Sat-

urday 
Items will be stored securely on-site over night 

 
Photography: 

Photographer will select site for formal pictures. Most likely either near the brown barn or food 
concession area 

Lois will lend the club lattice to be used for backdrop. 
 
Raffles: 

Drawing for OFA will be a separate drawing from other items 
Tickets will be $5 each or 5/$20 
Gretchen will bring a jar for these raffle tickets 

All other items 
Tickets $1 each   7/$5   16/$10   40/$20 

Drawings will be Saturday at lunchtime 
 
Judges’ Gifts: 

Sandy Masek reported she has logo tote bags for each judge. She will put a logo travel mug, a 
LRCPV leash, and candy in each bag. 

Sandy will also prepare hospitality baskets and deliver them to the judges’ hotel. Baskets will in-
clude wine, cheese, crackers, etc. 

 
Plants: 

Nine plants will be purchased to decorate the area. 
Cost is $25/plant 
One will be given as a raffle prize and members will be allowed to purchase the others for $15 

each.  
 
Friday after show buffet: 

Sandy is ordering food for the Friday buffet 
An email will go out requesting that all members bring a dessert item 

 
Membership: 

Corresponding Secretary Judi Dorsett gave the second reading of a membership application for 
Michele Johnson. Michele was unanimously accepted into membership. 
 

Adjournment: 
Motion to adjourn was made by Annmarie Wilson, seconded by Ann Huntington. The meeting adjourned at 
7:55pm 
 
 
Laura K Bauver, Recording Secretary 
 
* Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and Attendance List are attached to the official copy of these minutes. 
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Save the date! 

October 9—16, 2011 

The Labrador Retriever Club, Inc. 2011  
National Specialty Event Week 

Brooklyn Fairgrounds, Brooklyn, Connecticut & the James Dean 
property, Woodstock, Connecticut 
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Rosettes for Club Awards for titles earned in 2010: 

 

Dog’s name        Award 

Andromeda of Split Rock, CGC     1. CGC 

 Laura Bauver       2.  Breeder 

 

Breckin Pot of Gold Dakota, CGC     1. CGC 

 Susan Blouin, Gretchen Boss    2. Breeder 

 

New Watch’s Sierra Serenity Song, CGC      1. CGC 

 Merri Mahoney        2. Breeder 

 

New Watch’s Push My Buttons, CGC     1. CGC 

 Merri Mahoney       2. Breeder 

 

Big Bucks Bentley CGC, Therapy Dog     1. CGC 

 Susan Blouin        2. Therapy Dog 

 

West Hill Do-Si-Do My Darla, CGC, Therapy Dog   1. CGC,  2. Therapy Dog , 3. Breeder 

 Laura Lafreniere  

 

Willcare’s Canterbury Tale      1. Most breed points 

 Andrea Newman       (9 pts) 

 

CH Dune Dancer’s Birchill Data, RN    1. CH 

 Ann Huntington 

 

CH Breckin Hyspire Promiscuous Girl, WC    1. CH      2. WC     3. Breeder 

 Gretchen Boss  

 

CH Ridge View Buddy Holly UD, RE   1. UD   (192 ½) 2. High Obedience Score  

 Deb Brunell   

 

Wilann’s Candy Cane, CGC, RN                       1. RN (99)    2. Breeder  3. Highest Rally Score 

Annmarie Wilson 

 

Silverado’s Miracles Can Happen, RA Cindy and Tina Stone  

1. RN  2. RA  Lauren Simpson   3. Breeder 

 

Tootsieroll Wilson Brownstone, CD, CGC, RE   1. RA 

Annmarie Wilson      2. RE 
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Labrador Retriever Club of the Pioneer Valley 

2010 

 DOG WORLD AWARD 

 

This Award is given to the L.R.C.P.V. member who helps in Club activities and functions and is basically 
there whenever needed. 

 

Laura Lafreniere 
 

Long-time member Laura Lafreniere is one of the strongest pillars of the L.R.C.P.V. and a great am-
bassador for our breed.  She is at almost all of our meetings and events, doing whatever is asked of her with 
a smile.   

 
Laura has served in most positions of responsibility for our club, and currently sits in the difficult posi-

tion of treasurer.  2010 was a particularly trying year to be club treasurer, as she scrambled to gather years 
of financial records, deal with the accountant, and file the necessary papers to make sure we are in compli-
ance with the IRS. 

 
Where would the L.R.C.P.V. be without Laura?  She organizes our parties and dinners like this one.  

For our specialty she makes arrangements for the fairgrounds, hotel rooms, caterers, flowers, set-up, break-
down…and just about everything else.  She keeps track of our members and new applicants, and is the 
phone contact for many people seeking information on Labrador retriever rescue. 

 
In addition, Laura is a great mentor for those new to Labradors.  As one member put it, “Laura en-

courages the discouraged.”  For all these reasons we are proud to give Laura Lafreniere the 2010 Dog 
World Award. 

Labrador Retriever Club of the Pioneer Valley 

2010  

GOOD SPORTSMANSHIP AWARD 

 
This Award is given to the member that shows class in both the assistance given the Club, its members & 

others as well as their sportsmanship in competition with their Labradors. 
 

Lauren Simpson 
 

Lauren Simpson has been an active and caring member of the LRCPV for over 15 years, both as a 
committed leader and innovator, and as a willing helper and assistant. 

 
She is outstanding at representing our club in the community-at-large by organizing the Big E pres-

entations. This is our most public event, and through it Lauren fulfills a club goal of promoting these wonder-
ful dogs and responsible ownership. 

 
Logo items.  What a complicated and difficult job it is to select, offer to our members, order, deliver 

and collect payment for the beautiful apparel so many of us are wearing tonight!  Thank you, Lauren, from all 
of us.  We know we don’t make it easy for you! 

 
And then there are the less obvious ways that Lauren makes our club better.  She willingly helps at 

most events, provides gift baskets whenever asked, happily takes dogs into the ring for others, and is 
friendly and welcoming to new members.  For these reasons, and because we admire and value her as a 
friend and as a member, we are pleased to present Lauren Simpson the 2010 Good Sportsmanship  Award. 
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2010 Member appreciation awards 
 

These awards are given to members that have helped out at multiple club 
events and served as officers, directors or on active committees.  Without the help 
of their almost endless volunteer hours, our club wouldn’t have the reputation it 
holds for hosting well-run and welcoming shows, matches and clinics.  Thank you 
to:  

Laura Bauver 

Susan & Ray Blouin 

Gretchen Boss 

Susan Brownell 

Deb Brunell 

Ann Burns 

Fran Cain 

Cindy Clement 

Haley Clement 

Laura Cook 

Judi Dorsett 

Lois Engel 

Hazel Holman 

Ann Huntington 

                         Kristen Hurwitz-Brockett 

                Laura Lafreniere 

             Jan Lemire 

         Sandy Masek 

          Andrea Newman 

                          Kelly Rome 

                                 Lauren Simpson 

                       Cindy Stone 

              Tina Stone 

         Kenin Strout 

T
ha

nk
 Y

ou
!!!
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New Exhibitor Mentoring Program 
 
Program Introduction 

The AKC New Exhibitor Mentoring Program is designed to help recent registrants of AKC dogs 

or those thinking about getting an AKC registered dog meet experienced dog fanciers and 

breeders to assist them in getting started. These seasoned handlers and exhibitors will share 

their expertise with those expressing an interest in entering the exciting world of AKC compe-

tition. 

How it works: 

When you submit a signed application we will send you a list of qualified mentors located in 

your state. These mentors have the experience necessary to get you started regardless of what 

breed you have. They will provide you with such tools as: 

 Basic Dog Show/Event Etiquette 

 Dog Show/Event Judging Procedures 

 Understanding Common Show/Event Terms 

 Types of Events 

 How to Fill Out An Entry Form 

 How to join a dog club in your area 

 

Mentoring has a long history with AKC and relationships developed this way have often lasted 

lifetimes. Who knows, perhaps some day it will come full circle and you will be mentoring a 

new exhibitor in the years to come! 
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http://www.akc.org/pdfs/public_education/mentee_application.pdf


AKC Open Show - Pilot Program 
The AKC is piloting a new program called an “Open Show”. It is an AKC sanctioned conformation event 

at which Championship points are not earned.  The Open Shows are events at which dog clubs, judges, 

stewards, and exhibitors gain experience for licensed events.  

Classes are: 

4-6 Month       6- 9 Month     9-12 Month    Open 

            And classes may be divided by gender. 

 

All-Breed clubs may offer classes for all registerable breeds and varieties and for purebred dogs of any 

breed eligible for entry in the Miscellaneous Class and all FSS recordable breeds. For more information 

see the June 2011 Gazette or the Secretary’s Minutes on the AKC website. 

AKC Chairman's Report 

June 2011 
 

 

 

-- AKC Introduces New Therapy Dog Title -- 

I am pleased to announce an exciting new title open to all AKC dogs. The AKC Therapy Dog title, or "THD," will 

launch June 27th as an official AKC suffix title and will reward dogs and their owners that have provided ongoing 

community service to help improve the well being of others. 

Currently, it is estimated there are 50,000 certified and active therapy dogs in the United States. Volunteerism 

has exploded over the past decade, especially those with dog and owner teams working in schools, hospitals, nurs-

ing homes, and at natural disasters. 

As you know, the AKC annually recognizes an outstanding Therapy Dog as part of the annual AKC Humane Fund 

Awards for Canine Excellence (ACE). We receive so many great nominations that we know there are many more 

dogs out there that deserve recognition. We have also received many requests from the fancy to award titles to 

therapy dogs as a way to recognize the "great work their dogs do." Additionally, earning a THD title builds on the 

skills taught in the AKC S.T.A.R. Puppy and Canine Good Citizen programs, which create a sound and friendly 

temperament needed by a successful therapy dog. 

The AKC will not certify therapy dogs.  Instead, we're working with therapy dog certification organizations to rec-

ognize the work done by therapy teams.  The certification organizations are the experts in this area and their ef-

forts should be acknowledged and appreciated. 

The title will be open to all AKC dogs that have completed a series of criteria. To qualify, dogs must be certified by 

a participating therapy dog certification organization and have performed a minimum of 50 community service 

visits. 

To obtain a title an owner must complete an application along with evidence of documented visits. Application 

forms are available on the website at www.akc.org/akctherapydog. The program will accept documentation going 

back to January 1, 2000. 

If your dog qualifies we encourage you to apply for the title. For more information visit 

www.akc.org/akctherapydog or email akctherapydog@akc.org. 
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